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Annual  Report:  Year  Ending  31st  December,  1968. 


Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector:  W.  T.  Beckwith.  Cert.  5.I.B. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Reeth  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlenen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1968, 
the  first  since  my  appointment  to  your  Authority. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 

The  supply  of  water  for  domestic  and  industrial  premises  in  the  area 
is  the  responsibility  of  the  Northallerton  and  Dales  Water  Board.  There 
has  been  no  shortage  of  supply  during  the  year  at  any  of  the  existing 
supplies  because  of  the  wet  summer.  The  extension  and  renewal  of  the 
water  supply  situation  outlined  by  the  Water  Board  is  proceeding  very 
slowly.  The  new  mains  supply  for  the  Western  Area,  West  Stonesdale  to 
Gunnerside  was  effected  in  August  having  taken  some  eighteen  months  to 
complete.  Samples  of  water  taken  by  the  Board  from  the  various  supplies 
show  varying  degrees  of  contamination  by  surface  water,  though  none 
have  been  entirely  unsatisfactory. 

The  individual  private  supplies  in  the  area  to  single  houses  and 
farms  are  derived  from  impounded  springs,  and  though  liable  to  contami¬ 
nation  by  surface  water  have  shown  no  cause  for  complaint  during  the 
year. 


Sewerage 


The  Sewage  Disposal  scheme  to  supply  Reeth,  Fremington  and  Grinton, 
which  had  been,  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  approved  by  the  Council, 
and  for  which  tenders  had  been  invited,  was  held  in  abeyance  because  of 
technical  and  other  difficulties  and  these  have  not  yet  been  resolved. 

I  am  very  concerned  over  the  present  disposal  arrangements  for  Reeth, 
which  are  very  unsatisfactory,  inadequate  for  the  population  they 
serve,  and  discharging  a  ’crude  sewage’  effluent  to  the  River  Swale. 

A  survey  for  the  provision  of  sewers  and  sewage  disposal  works  for 
Arkengarthdale  was  prepared  by  your  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs.  John 
Dossin  &  Associates  of  York,  but  I  understand  that  because  of  the  high 
cost  involved  no  approval  was  given  to  this  scheme,  though  it  must  be 
pointed  out  that  there  is  an  ever  growing  need  for  proper  sewage  disposal 
in  this  area  because  of  alterations  and  improvements  to  many  of  the 
existing  cottage  properties  formerly  without  proper  sanitation. 

The  proper  maintenance  of  existing  works  in  the  area  cannot  be 
carried  out  satisfactorily  because  of  lack  of  staff.  At  the  present 
time  the  refuse  collection  workmen  eope  as  best  they  can,  and  this 
causes  disruption  of  the  collection  service.  The  works  at  Thwaite  are 
maintained  on  a  part  time  basis. 

Closet  Accommodation 


(a)  Conversion  of  closets  to  water  carriage  system 

(b)  Houses  with  water  carriage  systems 

(c)  Houses  without  water  carriage  systems 

(d)  Houses  connected  to  council  sewers 


Number 
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Public  f leansing 


The  collection  and  disposal  ol  domestic  refuse  has  been  maintained 
during  the  year,  in  spite  of  weather  conditions  and  staff  holidays. 

Extra  time  and  some  Saturdays  have  allowed  the  workmen  to  keep  abreast  of 
the  work  following  Bank  Holidays  etc.  and  special  journeys  have  been 
made  to  outlying  areas  by  arrangement  with  the  owners.  An  occasional 
tip,  for  use  during  winter  only,  has  been  opened  at  Sllerton  Abbey. 

There  are  stringent  conditions  attached  to  this  tip  and  it  will  only 
be  used  during  an  extreme  emergency.  The  refuse  collection  vehicle 
is  showing  signs  of  general  deterioration,  and  I  would  recommend  a 
replacement  oi  this  vehicle  in  the  spring  of  1970. 


Housing 


There  has  been  no  new  houses  erected  by  the  council  during  the 
year.  Schemes  at  Reeth  and  Low  Row  ior  the  erection  of  bungalows  for 
old  people  have  been  prepared  by  your  Housing  Consultants,  Messrs. 
Holmville  Limited,  Keighley,  and  these  will  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  approval. 

Two  new  houses  have  been  erected  by  private  enterprise  and  two 
conversions  of  existing  buildings  to  dwellings,  brings  the  total  of  new 
houses  for  the  year  up  to  four. 

Existing  Houses 

Number  of  Houses  in  the  area  954 

Number  of  Houses  in  C learance  Areas  NIL 

Number  of  Houses  made  fit  after  formal  action  NIL 

Number  ol  Houses  made  fit  after  informal  action  8 

Unfit  Houses  occupied  and  subject  to  clcaing  orders  NIL 

Unfit  Houses  closed  and  subject  to  an  undertaking  not  to 
re-let  1 

House  Purchase  and  Housing  Acts 

1.  Standard  Grants 


(a)  New  applications  received. 

(b)  Number  approved. 

(c)  Number  of  completions  in  196b  (from  previous  year) 

(d)  Total  Expenditure  on  (c)  above.  £2 

(e) >  Total  amount  of  grant  paid  on  (d)  above  £ 

(f)  Average  amount  of  grant  per  house  £ 

(g)  Amenities  provided  by  above  - 


£2,112 
£  836 

£  137 


Fixed  Paths 
Wash  hand  basins 
Hot  water  supply 
Foodstores 
water  l losets 


6 

6 

6 

3 

6 


2.  Discretionary  Grants 


(a)  New  applications  received 

(b)  New  applications  approved 

(c)  Number  of  completions  in  19€8  (including  previous 


9 

9 


year) 


8 


(d)  Total  expenditure  on  (c)  above 

(e)  Total  grant  on  (d)  above  paid  out 

(f)  Average  amount  Of  grant  per  house 


£6,423 
£1,864 
£  233 


Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses 


(a)  Total  Number  of  Houses  inspected  during  the  year 


for  Housing  Defects  (Public  Health/Housing) 
(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  this  purpose 


34 

52 


(c)  Number  of  Houses  found  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  NIL 

(d)  Number  of  houses  requiring  repairs  made  fit  as 

result  of  informal  action  by  L.A.  Officers  8 

Housing  Act  1936  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding 

There  is  no  overcrowding  in  the  area. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

There  is  one  slaughterhouse,  two  butchers’ shops ,  16  General  Dealers 
retail  shops  and  8  cafes  in  the  area  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale 
of  food.  In  addition  there  are  3  food  retailing  vans,  Youth  Hostels, 
Hoarding  Houses  and  licensed  premises  where  food  is  prepared  for  consump¬ 
tion.  The  standard  of  cleanliness,  and  means  of  storage  and  preparation 
of  food  is  generally  satisfactory* 

Milk  Supplies 

All  milk  retailed  in  the  area  comes  from  "produced  retailers",  and 
delivery  vans  have  been  kept  clean. 

S laughterhouse 

The  private  slaughterhouse  registered  with  your  Authority  complies 
with  the  Slaughterhouse  (construction)  Regulations  for  the  slaughter  of 
cattle,  sheep  and  pigs.  Meat  is  also  purchased  "off  the  hook"  from 
wholesale  markets  for  retail  in  your  District.  All  slaughtered  carcases 
are  inspected  before  being  offered  for  sale. 

Meat  Inspection 

Cattle 

(Excluding  Cows) 

Numbers  killed  24 

Numbers  Inspected  24 

Total  24 

Whole  carcases  condemned  NIL 

Carcases  part  or  organ  condemned  4 

Weight  of  Unsound  Food  condemned  74 lbs. 

Inspection  of  Registered  Premises  -  Food,  Hygiene  Regulations 


Total  Number  of  Inspections  93 
Number  of  Unsatisfactory  conditions  found  3 
Number  remedied  3 
Meat  Inspection  visits  28 
Number  of  carcases  inspected  74 


The  unsatisfactory  conditions  found  on  food  premises  during  the  course 
of  inspection  were  food  exposed  for  sale  in  a  position  liable  to  contamination. 

Office*,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963 


Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs 


1 

1 

1 

NIL 

1 


NIL 

NIL 


42 

42 

42 

NIL 

7 


7 

7 

7 

NIL 

NIL 


Registration  of  Premises 


Class  of  Premises 


No.  Registered 


Offices  2 
Retail  Shops  1 
Wholesale  Warehouse  1 
Catering  Establishments  3 

T  total  7 


There  has  been  no  contravention  of  the  above  act  during  the  year,  no 
certif icategof  exemption  have  been  applied  for  and  there  hpve been  no 
reported  accidents. 
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Rodent  Control 


Type  of  Property 
Non- Agricultural  Agricultural 


Properties  other  than  sewers 


1.  Number  ol  properties  in 
district 

2.  (a)  Total  Number  of  properties 

(including  nearby  premises) 


7S6 


234 


inspected  following 
notii ication 


36 

18 

1 


7 

7 


(b)  Number  infested  by  (1)  Rats 

(2)  viice 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties 

inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 
notification 

(b)  Number  iniested  by  (1)  Rats 

(2)  lice 


213 


7 

1 


31 

4 


Factories  Act  (Part  1) 


dumber  of  Premises  on  the  Register 
Number  of  Inspections 


7 

16 


There  have  been  no  contraventions  of  the  factories  Act  (Part  1) 
during  the  year. 

Caravan  and  Control  of  Development  Act 

Number  of  licensed  (  aravan  sites  -  16 


Number  of  Camping  sites 
Number  of  visits 


b 

18 


All  caravan  sites  have  been  kept  clean  and  tidy  and  free  from 
complaints.  All  camps  organised  during  the  year  have  been  orderly  and 
well  controlled,  and  there  have  been  no  contraventions  of  licenses. 

General  Inspections  made  during  the  year 

Drainage  work  in  progress  24.  Complaints  investigated  14.  Housing 
improvements  work  in  progress  67.  Housing  improvements  conpletion 
inspections  16.  Revisits  general  24.  v.ater  supplies  (private)  6. 
Offices  and  Shops  Acts  14.  Factories  workshops  12.  Catering  establish¬ 
ments  24.  Petroleum  Regulations  18.  Sewage  Disposal  works  33. 
Miscellaneous  27. 

Conclusion 

I  wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Council,  Dr.  Morrison,  M.C.H.  and  the  Cleric  of  the  Council, 

Mr.  vi.  S.  Scott  and  his  Staff  for  the  courtesy  and  assistance  extended 
to  me  during  my  first  year  of  office.  This  has  been  an  encouragement 
to  me  in  my  duties,  and  helpful  in  my  dealings  with  the  public  at 
large.  I  would  also  like  to  record  «y  thanks  to  the  manual  staff  for 
their  loyal  service  on  refuse  collection  etc. ,  often  during  trying 
weather  conditions. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


W.  T.  Beckwith 


Surveyor  and  Public  Health  Inspector 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN,  LADIES  AND  GENTLEMEN 


// 


OF  THE  REETH  RURAL  DISTRICT 


COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the 
District  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1968. 

The  Report  is  prepared  on  the  lines  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  Mid-year  population  is  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  at  2,010 
an  increase  of  270  since  1S67.  I  am  unable  to  account  for  this. 

There  were  27  live  births  compared  with  14  in  1967.  The  live  birth 
rate  was  17.72  being  higher  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  which  is  16. S. 
There  were  four  illegitimate  births. 

Total  deaths  numbered  25  (37  in  1967)  and  the  death  rate  at  9.81  is 
lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  at  11.9.  There  were  no  infant  deaths 
during  the  year  and  none  in  1567. 

The  main  causes  of  death  were  heart  disease  5,  Respiratory  Disease  2, 
Vascular  lesions  of  the  Nervous  Systems  S,  Cancer  3  and  other  Circulatory 
Disease  3. 

Four  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified  during  the  year: 

3  cases  of  measles  and  one  case  of  tuberculosis. 

Water  Supply  The  Water  supply  is  not  entirely  satisfactory  and  the 
Northallerton  and  the  Dales  Water  Eoard  who  are  the  Water  Authority  have 
plans  to  improve  the  supply  both  in  quantity  and  quality;  in  the  meantime 
the  supply  is  being  chlorinated  at  Reeth  and  Fremington.  The  new  supply 
from  West  Stonesdale  to  Gunnerside  is  now  in  operation. 

Sewerage  It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  the  position  regarding 
sewage  disposal  in  much  of  the  area  remains  in  a  deplorable  state.  When  I 
was  appointed  Medical  Officer  oi  Health  on  1st  January,  1964,  the  Council 
had  already  decided  to  proceed  with  a  scheme  lor  sewage  disposal  for  Reeth, 
Fremington  and  Grinton.  This  scheme  was  approved  in  principal  by  the 
Ministry  in  1564  after  a  local  enquiry,  but  sadly  I  must  record  once  more 
that  the  scheme  is  not  being  proceeded  with.  I  feel  I  must  take  the 
opportunity  of  urging  the  Council  again  to  proceed  with  the  scheme  and  also 
that  for  Arkengarthdale  without  further  delay.  The  present  position  is 
highly  unsatisfactory  and  a  danger  to  health. 

I  must  thank  Mr.  W.  T.  Beckwith  your  Public  Health  Inspector  who 
commenced  his  duties  during  the  year,  for  his  help  and  co-operation. 


H.  R.  MORRISON 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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REETH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  REPORT 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


1968 

Area  of  District  in  acres  .  74,566  acres 

Resident  Population  Registrar  General's  mid-year 

estimate  1965  .  2,010 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  1st  April,  1968  .  950 

Rateable  value  at  1st  April,  196o  .  £36,384  Os.Od. 

Sum  represented  by  a  pe^iy  rate  .  £132  Ss.  ICd. 

Rate  in  £  levied  at  1st  April,  1968  .  11s.  9d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  in  the  District  during 
the  year  1668  was  27  as  against  14  in  1967.  The  birth  rate  com¬ 
parisons  show  that  the  rate  for  the  District  is  higher  than  the 
rest  of  England  and  Wales. 

There  was  one  still  birth  registered  during  the  year  as 
against  two  in  1^67. 

BIRTH  RATE  COMPARISONS 


Live  births  per  1,000  population  (as  adjusted  by  Comparability 
Factor  supplied  by  the  Registrar  General) 


Live  Births 


Still  Births 


Reeth  Rural  District 

1866 

17.72 

35.71 

Reeth  Rural  District 

1967 

1C.  4 

125.00 

England  and  Wales 

1968 

16.9 

14.3 

Analysis  of 

Births 

Live  Births 

1S67 

1966 

HL 

F 

M  F 

Legitimate 

7 

6 

12  11 

Illegitimate 

1 

- 

_3  _1 

TOTAL 

& 

6 

15  12 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  14.61  per 

cent  of  total 

live  births 

Still  Birth 

1967 

19  C8 

M 

F 

M  F 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

^OTAO 


1 


1 


1 
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'Number  of  Deaths  from  the  Seven  Chief  Causes 


Rates  and  Comparisons  with  Previous  Year  per  1,000  population 


1967 

1968 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

T.B.  Pulmonary 

- 

- 

— 

T.B.  Non-Pulmonary 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cancer 

6 

3.44 

3 

1.49 

Heart  Disease 

15 

8.62 

5 

2.48 

Respiratory  Disease 

3 

1.72 

2 

0.99 

Other  Circulatory  Disease^ 

4 

2.29 

3 

1.49 

Vascular  Lesions  of  N.  System 

6 

3.44 

9 

4.47 

34 

19.51 

22 

10.92 

Analysis  of  Infectious  Diseases 

and  Comparisons 

with  Previous 

Year 

Tuberculosis  . 

Measles  . 

Pneumonia  .... 
Food  Poisoning 
Whooping  Cough 


1968  1967 

1 

3  9 

6 


4  15 


Vaccinations  and  Immunisations  Against  Smallpox,  Diptheria,  Whooping 

Cough,  Tetanus  and  Poliomyelitis  Carried  Out  During  1968 


Vaccination 

Re- vaccination 

Smallpox 

30 

11 

Primary 

Booster 

Diptheria 

34 

59 

Tetanus 

35 

57 

Poliomyelitis 

32 

23 

Whooping  Cough 

31 

24 

One  Combined  Duties  Nurse  is  employed  by  the  North  Riding  County 
Council  to  carry  out  duties  for  the  District.  The  following  is  the  number 
of  visits  made  to  patients  during  1968  and  comparison  with  previous  year. 

Category 


1967 

1968 

Domiciliary  Midwifery 

212 

167 

Home  Nursing 

559 

617 

Health  Visiting 

822 

767 

Ambulance  Service 

The  service  is  provided  by  the 
Ambulance  Service  which  has  a  staff 

North  Riding  County  Council  from 
of  one  Driver-Foreman,  one  Shift 

the 

Leader  and  six  Driver-Attendants,  in  Richmond. 


.r  5 


/ 


i 


ur  • 


.  1 


l 


Deaths  -  Maternal  Mortality 

During  1968  there  was  no  case  of  a  woman  dying  through  childbirth 
in  the  District. 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  number  of  infants  under  one  who  died  during  the  year  was  none 
the  same  as  1967. 

Infantile  Mortality  Comparison  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Reeth  Rural  District  1968  .  00.00 

Reeth  Rural  District  1967  .  00.00 

England  and  Wales  .  18.00 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000'  legitimate  live  births  .  00.00 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  GO. 00 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (death  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  .  00.00 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  .  00.00 

Peri-natal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1  week 

combined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) .  35.71 


Deaths  from  all  causes 

During  the  year  1968  there  were  25  deaths  from  all  causes  registered 
in  the  District,  as  against  37  deaths  in  1967.  The  death  rate  is  lower 
than  that  for  England  and  Wales. 

Death  Rate  Comparison 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  (as  adjusted  by  Comparability  Factor 
supplied  by  the  Registrar  General). 

Reeth  Rural  District  1967 .  15.9 

Reeth  Rural  District  1968 .  S.81 

England  and  Wales  1968  . . .  11.9 

Causes  of  all  deaths  -  1968  compared  with  1967 


1967 

M  F 


1968 
M  F 


Malignant  neoplasm  -  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm  -  Breast 
Other  malignant  neoplasms,  etc. 
Ischaemic  heart  disease 
Other  forms  of  heart  disease 
<.  erebrovascular  disease 
Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 
Pneumonia 

Other  diseases  and  ill  defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
Suicide  and  self  inflicted  injuries 
Bronchitis 
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1 
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Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care 


A  Chiropodist  is  employed  by  the  North  Riding  County  Council  to  carry 
out  treatment  of  aged  people,  expectant  mothers,  physically  handicapped 
and  mentally  disordered. 

Sessions  are  held  at  Reeth,  as  and  when  required. 

Domestic  Help  Service 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  North  Riding  County  Council  and  during 
1968  ten  cases  received  help,  compared  with  nine  in  1967. 

Category 


1968  1967 


C  ases 

Hours 

Cases 

Hours 

Sick  Housewife 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chronic  Sick 

9 

2569 

9 

2301 

Acute  Illness 

1 

212 

- 

- 

10 

2781 

9 

2301 

Infant  Welfare  Centre 

A  clinic  is  held  at  Reeth 

once  per  month 

and  there 

were  196 

attendances  during  the  year. 

Meals  on  Wheels 

This  service  is  organised  by  the  W.V.S.  in  1968  there  were  12 
recipients  and  1,043  meals  served  compared  with  1,248  meals  served  in  1967. 
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